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SUB J : LIT ANA DEFENDS NATIONAL COUNCIL NOMINATION 

1 . A HIGH-RANKING MEMBER OF UNIP'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAS 
STRONGLY DEFENDED LAST WEEK'S DECISION BY THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL TO NOMINATE PRESIDENT KAUNDA AS CANDIDATE FOR ANOTHER 
TERM. THE COUNCIL'S MOVE, WHICH BROKE PRECEDENT BY MAKING 

THE NOMINATION RATHER THAN LEAVING IT TO THE UNIP GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, HAD GIVEN RISE TO RUMORS THAT KAUNDA NEEDED AN 
EARLY VOTE OF CONFIDENCE TO BOLSTER HIS SUPPORT AND COUNTER 
OTHER POTENTIAL CANDIDATES. BOB LITANA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS, PUBLICITY AND STRATEGY, DECLARED 
IN A PRESS CONFERENCE IUNE 19 THAT THE EARLY NOMINATION WAS 
A "DELIBERATE MOVE TO SHOW UNITY IN THE PARTY." AT THE SAME 
TIME, HOWEVER, HE ADMITTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN OPPOSITION 
TO THE DECISION WITHIN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, BUT GAVE NO 
DETAILS. LITANA ASSERTED THAT DESPITE THE NOMINA- 
TION THERE WOULD BE NO RESTRICTIONS ON OTHER CANDIDATES 
CHALLENGING KAUNDA AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AT MULUNGUSHI. 

2. IN OTHER COMMENTS, LITANA WARNED THAT MPS, PARTY 
LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATORS WHO CRITICIZE OR 
ACTIVELY SUBVERT ESTABLISHED UNIP POLICIES RUN THE RISK OF 
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LOSING THEIR JOBS. LITANA BLAMED COMMODITY SHORTAGES AND 
OTHER ECONOMIC WOES ON A SMALL GROUP OF "POLITICALLY 
MOTIVATED" PEOPLE WHO WERE ATTEMPTING TO DISCREDIT THE 
PARTY AND GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP. HE WARNED THAT HEADS WILL 
SOON START TO ROLL. 

3. LITANA ALSO REAFFIRMED ZAMBIA'S DETERMINATION NOT TO 
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REOPEN THE BORDER WITH RHODESIA. HE SEID THAT ZAMBIA WOULD 
CONTINUE TO MAKE SACRIFICES IN SUPPORT OF THE ZIMBABWE 
LIBERATION STRUGGLE, AND ADDED, "BESIDES IT WOULD BE A 
STUPID THING FOR US TO REOPEN THE BORDER NOW AFTER 
SUFFERING FOR A LONG TIME." 

4. COMMENT: LIT ANA'S DEFENSE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
ACTION, WHICH WAS TAKEN IN THE FORM OF A RESOLUTION, 

APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN STIMULATED BY QUESTIONS (PROBABLY 
PROMPTED BY THOSE WITHIN THE COUNCIL WHO OPPOSED THE MOVE) 
REGARDING THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE "NOMINATION." WHILE 
THE PROCEDURE WAS UNUSUAL, THE RESOLUTION DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO BE BEYOND THE RULES OF THE PARTY OR NATIONAL 
CONSTITUTION. THE RESOLUTION, IN THEORY AT LEAST, 

IS NOT BINDING ON THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AND ANY 
QUALIFIED PARTY MEMBER IS STILL FREE TO RUN FOR THE 
FORMAL NOMINATION AS SOLE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. 

THERE WAS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF ANYONE OPENLY CHALLENGING 
KAUNDA AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AND THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL ACTION WAS PROBABLY TAKEN MORE FOR ITS PUBLICITY 
VALUE THAN TO HEAD OFF POTENTIAL OPPONENTS TO KAUNDA. 
CLINGERMAN 
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